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Genealogical Research Using County Records

• County records are a valuable resource for 

genealogical research.

• The majority of  genealogical research at 

the county level is done using the records 

of  the County Clerk.

• Other useful records include those of  the 

District Clerk, Justices of  the Peace, and 

the Tax Assessor-Collector.

Records of  the County Clerk

The County Clerk is the primary record 

keeper in the County for many kinds of  

records, including birth and death records, 

marriage records, probate records (wills and 

estates), and real property records (deed and 

mortgage records).

In Travis County, the County Clerk’s office is 

divided into divisions, each with specific 

record keeping duties and different procedures 

for obtaining information.



Divisions of  the Travis County Clerk’s Office

Recording Division 

5501 Airport Boulevard

Austin, Texas 78751

512-854-9188

• Records of  real property (deeds), marriages, 

births and deaths

• Documents filed prior to 1988 are 

microfilmed and available for research in the 

public research room

• Staff  is available for assistance

• Documents after 1988 may be available online 

• Records can be searched by staff  for a fee

Recording Division Fees

• Birth Records - Search with certified copy -

$22.00

• Death Records - Search with certified copy -

$20.00

• Real Property Search - Grantor, per name up 

to 10 years - $10.00;  Grantee, per name up to 

10 years - $10.00

• Visit 

http://traviscountyclerk.org/eclerk/Content.

do?code=R.2 for additional information Records Management Division

Travis County Courthouse

1000 Guadalupe Street, #220

Austin, Texas 78701

512-854-5282

• Maintains records of  the civil, 

criminal (misdemeanor), and 

probate courts

• Research can be done on a semi-

self  serve basis using microfilm 

and original records

• Allow turnaround time for 

original records to be recalled 

from storage

http://traviscountyclerk.org/eclerk/Content.do?code=R.2


Vital Statistics Records

Vital statistics records are those that record major life events such as marriages, births and deaths..  

Marriage Records

• Date from 1840 to the present.

• Records prior to 1999 are microfilmed; records dating after 1999 are digitized.  Original volumes 

can be viewed if  requested.

• Include:

– Marriage Licenses and Indexes, 1840 - present. Licenses and certificates include license 

number, names of  bride and groom, date of  ceremony, and name and title of  individual 

performing the ceremony.  Indexes are arranged alphabetically by the names of  both the 

bride and groom.

– Marriage Applications, 1959 – 1970s. Applications for marriage licenses include county, 

full names of  applicants, date and place of  birth of  applicants, usual residence, and proof  of  

identities. Earlier records are not indexed.

Records of  the County Clerk

Birth and Death Records 

• In general, births and deaths recorded by the Travis County Clerk include those that occur within 

Travis County but outside Austin city limits.

• Other registrars of  births and deaths include the Justices of  the Peace, the State of  Texas 

(Department of  Vital Statistics), and the City of  Austin (Office of  Vital Records).

• Some city birth records are on file with the County.

• Recording of  births and deaths was not mandated by the State until 1903.  Records prior to this 

time are scattered and incomplete.

• Beginning in 1939, delayed birth certificates were issued and recorded by the County.

• Early birth registers, certificates and indexes were bound in large volumes; records are microfilmed 

for research purposes.  Original volumes can be requested.

• For births within the past 75 years and deaths within the past 25 years, access to certificates is 

restricted to immediate family members.

• Include:

– Birth Records and Indexes, 1873 – present. Birth registers and certificates include name, 

sex, and race of  child, date and place of  birth, and names of  parents. Records prior to 1903 

are scattered. Indexes are arranged alphabetically by name of  child.

– Delayed Birth Certificates and Indexes, 1881 – present. Show name, date and place of  

birth, sex, color or race of  registrant, name of  parents and state or country of  their births. 

Although these records are indexed alphabetically by name of  child, they can be difficult to 

search, as dates of  births are not organized sequentially.

– Death Records and Indexes, 1890-present. Registers and copies of  death certificates show 

name, sex, race, place of  residence, marital status, age, and occupation of  the deceased, place, 

date and cause of  death, and place and date of  burial. Most of  the records date from 1903 and 

after; records prior to 1903 are scattered.  Indexes are arranged alphabetically by the name of  

the deceased.



Deed Records

Deed records document the ownership and conveyance of real property. In addition to providing

property descriptions and values, they can include many types of valuable information such as

occupation of the property owner, ownership history of the property, and names of family

members and neighbors.

• Date from 1840 to the present.

• Records prior to the 1880s may include a variety of  

documents unrelated to real property matters.

• Deed records prior to 1999 are microfilmed; later 

records are digitized and available online.  Original 

records can be viewed if  microfilm is illegible.

Records of  the County Clerk

• Indexes include direct indexes and indirect (or 

reverse) indexes.  Direct indexes are organized by 

grantor (seller) name and indirect indexes are 

organized by grantee (buyer) name.  Indexes are 

organized chronologically with a letter index 

corresponding to the first letters of  the party’s last 

and first names.

• Indexes may span multiple years, a single year, or 

part of  a year, depending on the volume of  deeds 

filed.

• Names may be misspelled or have variations in 

spelling.



Probate Records

Probate records relate to the distribution of  an individual’s estate after their death.  

• Date from 1840 to the present.

• Probate case papers are transcribed in the probate minutes (which are microfilmed and in some 

cases, digitized), but original documents are maintained and may also have research value.

• Documents include wills, bonds, property inventories, receipts, notices of  sale, guardianship 

records, and court orders.

• Records may include information regarding family relationships, property holdings and values, 

and land and building locations and descriptions.

• Names may be misspelled or have variations in spelling.

• Include:

– Probate Minutes and Indexes, 1840-present. Recorded copies of  the loose probate case 

papers. Minutes are indexed by the name of  the deceased, with a reference to the relevant 

volume and page of  the probate minutes. Minutes and indexes are microfilmed, some are 

digitized.

– Probate Case Papers, 1840-present. Loose documents pertaining to probate cases, 

arranged numerically by case number.

Records of  the County Clerk



Miscellaneous Records

• Bonds and Oaths, 1876-present.  Many Travis County residents have served as county officials.  
While they have little genealogical content, bonds and oaths can confirm if  an individual held 
office.  Maintained by the Recording Division and the Travis County Archives.

• Military Discharge Records, 1918-present.  Records include military histories of  individuals 
while in the service.  Access is restricted to immediate family members.  Maintained by the 
Recording Division.

• Naturalization Records, 1887-1902.  Records include declarations of  intention, in which 
immigrants declare intent to become a citizen, and petitions for citizenship. Maintained by the 
Recording Division.  Some naturalization records are also maintained by the District Clerk.

• Tuberculosis Records, 1925-1935. Applications for admission to the state tuberculosis hospital. 
Maintained by the Austin History Center.

• Mental Health Records, 1893-present. Records pertaining to mental health cases heard in 
county court, including indefinite and temporary hospitalizations, mental illness and alcoholic 
hospitalizations.  Maintained by the Records Management Division.  Records require a court order 
to access.

• School Records, 1911-1978. Include records such as the Teachers’ Certificate Record (1935-
1977), Teachers’ Daily Register (1949-1967), Travis County School Board Minutes (1911-1978), 
Register of  School Vouchers (1933-1951), and the Travis County School Census (1913-1970). 
Maintained by the Austin History Center.

Records of  the County Clerk



The District Clerk is the office of  record for all proceedings heard in the District Courts. The District 
Courts serve as the court of  original jurisdiction in all family law matters, felonies, and misdemeanors 
involving official misconduct, and as the court of  appeal in probate matters.  Genealogical records 
include family court records of  divorce and adoption and naturalization records.

The public research room for District Clerk records is located on the first floor of  the Travis County 
Courthouse, in room 103.  The research room has computers and microfilm readers available for use, 
and staff  is available to assist with research requests.

Travis County Courthouse

1000 Guadalupe Street, #103

Austin, Texas 78701

512-854-9457

Records of  the District Clerk

• Divorce Records, 1840s-present.  Minutes and case papers relating to divorces filed in the civil 
District Courts.  Minutes show date of  proceedings, case number, style, nature of  matters and 
proceedings, and orders and judgments of  the court.  Records have both direct and indirect 
indexes.  Older minutes and indexes are microfilmed; more recent records are digitized.

• Adoption Records, 1943-present.  Adoption records are sealed and require a court order to 
access.  Older records are microfilmed.

• Naturalization Records, 1890-1906.  Records include declarations of  intention, in which 
immigrants declare intention to become a citizen, and petitions for citizenship.

• Court Records, 1840-present. Court records include dockets, minutes, and case papers.  
Records have direct and indirect indexes, and all records are either microfilmed or digitized.



Justices of  the Peace handle both civil and criminal cases, including small claims court, justice court, 
and administrative hearings. In Travis County, the records of  the Justices of  the Peace are 
maintained by the Travis County Archives.

Travis County Archives

5555 Airport Boulevard

Room 507

Austin, Texas 78751

512-854-4675

Open by appointment only

• Inquest Records, 1887-1977. Prior to the 
establishment of  the Medical Examiner’s 
Office in 1977, Justices of  the Peace performed 
inquests in the precincts in which they served.  
Inquest dockets and scattered inquest case 
papers from the late 1800s , early 1900s, and 
the early 1970s are maintained by the Travis 
County Archives. 

• Birth and Death Records, 1930s-1960s.  A 
handful of  birth and death records are
maintained by Travis County Archives.

Records of  the Justice of  the Peace



Historically, the Tax Assessor-Collector was responsible for making lists of  taxable property in the 
county (both real and personal property) and assessing its value, and for receiving and collecting all 
taxes.  After 1980, the duties of  assessment were transferred to local appraisal districts, although 
the official remains the County’s Tax Collector.

• Tax Rolls, 1840-1995.  Lists of  property owners in each county, appraised value of  property, 
and amount of  taxes due.  Microfilmed tax rolls from 1840-1910 are available for research at the 
Austin History Center. Tax rolls from 1861-1933 are maintained in original format by the Travis 
County Archives. More recent rolls are maintained by the office of  the Tax Assessor-Collector, 
located at 5501 Airport Boulevard.  Many are preserved in original format, but due to the size and 
condition of  many of  the volumes, microfilm should be used for research whenever possible.

• Land Registers, 1877-1936. Abstracts of  land in Travis County include legal descriptions of  
property, name of  owner, assessed value, year rendered, deed record reference, and date of  deed.  
Later records include name of  original grantee and number of  acres in grant.  Records are 
arranged numerically by abstract number and are maintained by the Austin History Center.

• City Lot Registers, 1879-1974. List the value of  properties within Austin city limits from year 
to year.  Organized by legal description of  the property, the registers indicate owner and assessed 
value in a given year. Significant increases and decreases in listed tax value can indicate the 
construction or removal of  a building.  These records are maintained by the Austin History 
Center.

Records of  the Tax Assessor-Collector



The Travis County Archives and the County Clerk’s office are collaborating to scan and place online 
bound volumes from the 1800s and early 1900s. The project is ongoing; currently over 500 books 
are online, with many more to be added in the near future. Records include:

• Travis County Commissioners Court Minutes

• Travis County Deed Records 

• Travis County Road Books

• Travis County Court Civil Minutes

• Travis County Court Criminal Minutes

• Travis County Election Records

• Travis County Probate Minutes 

• Travis County Surveyor Records

Find us at:

https://texashistory.unt.edu/

Partner search:

Travis County Clerk’s Office

New! Records Online at the Portal to Texas History

https://texashistory.unt.edu/

